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Does it have 5 or more arms? 

Does it have a long, tubular body? 

Challenge Activities 

Classifying Echinoderms 

Challenge: What makes them different? 

Seastars, sea cucumbers and sea urchins are all grouped together because they 
have characteristics in common, even though each animal looks very different to 
the others. 

List three characteristics that they all have in common. 

Dichotomous keys are used by scientists to correctly identify species. Use the 
key below to identify the three types of echinoderms in the pictures below.   

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

No Yes 

Yes No 

https://www.reefed.edu.au/

